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NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.
THE 8TATE OF DE8ERET ?

Mention is frequently made of Deseret, as the
name of a Territory settled by the people commonly
called Mormons, and now praying to be admitted
to the Urtion under the name juat stated. It is a

matter of suprise that this subject has not attracted
a greater degree of public attention. This circum¬
stance can only be accounted for by the fact that
other subjects of a more urgent nature have for the
last few months occupied the time and thoughts ol

Congress and the People. Under ordinary cir¬
cumstances, there are many questions connected
with the settlement of the Mormons and their pre¬
sent application to be admitted into the Federal
Union, which would have been thought to require
very serious consideration.

In the first place, who and what are Mormons ?
The answer is, they are a sect of fanatics, who
have sprung up within the last few ye*r8' an^ w^°
believe in tne late Joe Smith as a divine prophet
Since the cruel murder of Joe Smith, they believe
that his gift and power of prophecy have passed to
his successors, and that Divine revelations are re¬

gularly and even frequently made by them to their
followers. The " Book of Mormon" is a pretend¬
ed revelation, which Joe Smith alleged was com¬

municated to him on golden plates, dug up in the
State of New York, written in an unknown lan¬
guage, but translated into English by himself. In

' point of fact, the greater part of this pretended new

Bible was a sort of religious romance, written by a

clergyman of New York, not with any intention to
deceive, but as an effort (a very ill-judged one) at
an innocent exercise of the imagination. By some

accident it fell into Joe Smith's hands, and was by
him made the subject of the abominable fraud just
named. The deluded followers of Smith, calling
themselves "Latter-day Saints," emigrated, we

believe, from New York to the West. Whether
their first establishment there was in the State of
Missouri, we are not accurately informed. They
had not been long in that Stale before they incurred
the ill-will and odium of their neighbors, and were

illegally and violently driven out of the State.
They took refuge in Illinois, founded the city of
Nauvoo, built an abortion of architecture which
they called a temple, and grew rapidly iu numbers
and wealth. Recruits of two descriptions flocked
to them; firtt, simple fanatics, who believed in the
pretensions of Joe Smith, a considerable number of
whom were enlisted by his missionaries, not only
in the Middle and Northern States, but in England ;
and, second, adventurers of every kind, who flocked
to Nauvoo to speculate upon tne credulity of the
other portion.
To the disgrace of the age this wretched impos¬

ture flourished. As a specimen of its grossness
we may mention a fact, stated by an extremely re¬

spectable gentleman of .this city, as one within his
personal knowledge. Being on a tour to the West,
he visited Nauvoo from curiosity. In the temple
he was shown a collection of curiosities, and among
them were one or two mummies, which had been
imported from Egypt by Joe Smith. The atten¬
tion of the visiter was called by Smith to the
mummy clothes and the writing upon them.
« There," said Smith, " that's the handwriting of
the patriarch Abraham, and lam the only man,that
can read it," which he then proceeded to do !

In the course of a few years the scenes of vio¬
lence which had occurred in Missouri were re¬

peated, and with still more fatal results, in Illinois,
and the Mormons were driven trom the State by
armed and'Organized bodies^.not acting, however,
with any legal authority. We do not, by any means,
justify or palliate the manner in which the Mormons
were treated, either in Missouri or Illinois. It
was illegal and cruel, and this without any refer¬
ence to the character and conduct of the Mormons.
What credit is to be given tQ the reports which
circulated to their disadvantage we have no means

of knowing. They wereifeelieved to be guilty of the
grossest immoralitiesit has been constantly-etated
that they, professed and .practised on the doctrine
of community, or plurality ol wives; and it was be¬
lieved in their neighborhood that they made up
their separate and peculiar organization to screen
each other .in a .general violation of the laws ol the
land and of good morale. Whether this is«true,
false, or exaggerated, we have no knowledge; but
it seems scarcely possible that, unless there had
been some foundation for the prejudice, they Should
in so short a4ime have become the object of such
bitter hostility in Missouri and Illinois.

In the conflict between the Mormons and .the
^neighboring population of Illinois, Joe Smith was
murdered in the prison to«which he had been -com-
mitted. His followers <fledifrom the State and form¬
ed the resolution to emigrate to California, not then
Jcnown to abound in gold. ^Having reached the re

gion of the Great Salt,Lake, they halted there, >aml
established a settlement, which has prospered, and
is no*7 said to contain twenty thousand persons,
one-htlf of whont.are unnaturalized foreigners, prin¬
cipally English. Jt is probable that their settle¬
ment has received .a.good ma»y recruits from emi¬
grants swho had started" for California. Their pre-tended -theocratic government is still kept uip, and
.revelations are as regularly announced to them as
{the orders of the day 'by a camoaanding general in
time of war.
Such is the people who, having thus founded a

few straggling settlements on the public land ofrthe
United States.of which they do not own an iaolt;
of which the Indian title has not been extinguish¬ed.'have formed a constitution of government,chosen a Delegate to Congress, and asked admis-
sion into the Union as an organized Territory bythe name of Degeret. As far as we ean judge, the
region modestly included within the boundaries
which they have granted Miemseives i« about as big
as all New England and New York. This is " vote
yourself a farm" with a vengeance. If Congressadmits the pretensions of these people, they allow
them to vote themselves to each adult male a do-
vain about as big as Rhode Island ; or rather, Con¬
gress will, in so doing, grant its sanction to this
most monstrous and unexampled appropriation,
whieh has already been made by the Mormons.
Had the Mormons addressed a memorial to Con¬

gress praying for a small tract of land, say five or

six townships.a quarter section for each head of
a family (TV.our individual feeling might have been
in favor of complying with their request, and thus
allowing them a place of asylum from persecution,

Wp very much doubt, however, whether Congress
would have granted such a petition. It is entirely
against the spirit of our legislation to bestow any
such favor on large orgauized sects. It never has
been done, and it may be doubted whether it ever

ought to be. There are about twenty thousand
Shakers in New York and the Eastern States ; they
own valuable tracts of land, honestly bought and
paid for, or acquired by gift. Suppose they should
(with or without reason) become odious to their
neighbors, be the subjects of a general persecution,
and finally be driven by violence from their present
homes; does any man suppose for a moment that
Congress would grant them an ample tract out of
the public domain t Would such a grant be made
to any sect.to Mennonites, Moravians, Rappista,
to Trinitarians or Unitarians, Orthodox or Liberal ?
Is there any one of the hundred sects that fill the
dictionary of denominations, to which Congress
would grant an acre of land, or even a charier of
incorporation ? We think not.

But Congress is asked to make to this sect, not
of Christians but of Mormons, of believers not in
Jesus Christ but of Joe Smith, a more than impe¬
rial grant; 0 bestow upon them,not a township,
but a region as large as Great Britain ; not an act
of incorporation, but an act of admission, on terms
of equal membership, to this Union of States !
The name by which the Mormons have begun

to call their new settlement, and propose to call their
new State, is Deseret; and if there were no other
objection to this name, it would be a sufficient and
fatal objection that it* adoption by Congress would
be a direct recognition of the wretched fraud called
the Book of Mormon. The following is the ac¬

count which we find cited from the Frontier
Guardian : " The name selected for that country
4 is borrowed from the Book of Mormon, where a

? description is given of a voyage of the ancient
4 Jaredites, from the tower of Babel to the Ameri-
4 can Continent, more than four thousand years
4 ago. It is said that they brought with them seeds
4 of all kinds, and also 44 Deseret," which by inter-
4 pretation is the 44 honey-bee." The bee and the
4 hive being emhlems of industry, the citizens tUfre,
4 wishing ever to exhibit those qualificationsJive
4 chosen ihe above name, as being adapted to the
4 character which they ever wish to sustain."

It is unnecessary to state that this whole attempt
to connect the history of the Mormons.a sect of
fanatics formed in our own day.with the disper¬
sion of mankind at the tower of Babel is pure fic¬
tion. It is a part of the romance to which we
alluded above, and which Joe Smith adopted as his
revelation. There is not the slightest reason for
thinking that the word Deseret means Honey Bee
in any language ever spoken by man. We have
seen it stated, and that in a respectable journal, that
Deseret is the ancient Egyptian word for Bee. Of
this we have seen no proof. Sir Gardner Wil¬
kinson does not appear to have known the ancient
Egyptian, name of the bee, (see his Manners and
Customs, second series, vol. 1, p. 81,) and if not
known to him, it is not likely to have been known
to any one else. It fact, we understand that the
Mormons do not themselves pretend that Deseret
is the ancient Egyptian word for bee ; but that a

certain ancient race called Jaredites (existing only
in the imagination of Joe'Smith and his followers*)
brought from the tower of Babel a something which
they called Deseret, and which is, by Mormon in¬
terpretation, honey bee. The entire Book of Mor¬
mon being a forgery out of the whole cloth, it is of
coursc idle to discuss the meaning of any thing con¬
tained in it. But we protest against the incorpo¬
ration of any of this jargon into the statute-book of
the United States.
We have lately seen in the Washington papers

handsome testimonials to the moral character of the
Mormons in their present location ; to their thrift,
good conduct, and consequent general prosperity.
How far these testimonials are well-founded we do
not know. We do not at all enter into the question
of the morality of the Mormons, nor in the slightest
degree apologize for the treatment which they re¬
ceived in Missoori and Illinois. At the same lime,
however, there treason for believing that they hold
some dangerous principles of practical morality,
which should <make Congress pause before they
constitute them a coequal sovereign member of this
Union. If their future history is to resemble the
past, Congress, in taking steps to organize them into
a permanent political community, will be Ia3'ing the
foundation of convulsions of a most dangerous
character, ff they were, or were believed to be, a

community -which neither Missouri nor Illinois
would tolerate, even to the numfeer of a few thou¬
sands, is it'likely that they can 'live in peace and
harmony with neighboring States, when they them¬
selves have grown into a powerful State, wielded
by artful chiefs who pretend to add Divine to human
power ?

It has been publicly slated by-seceding members
of the Mormon body that their leaders already
threaten vengeance for the wrongs they have suffer¬
ed ; and among the wild visions of Joe ^Smith's
heated brain was that of acting over again the part
of Mahomet, and founding a new Mormon caliphate
on this continent. We may smile at the egregious
absurdity of these delusions, and yet not think it
prudent to assist his followers, already boosting
of their tens of thousands, to plant themselves on
the high-read to California, and^ive them complete
control of our line of communication between the

| Atlantic a«d Pacific oceans. FRANKLIN.

FROM IRELAND.

Another Appalling catastrophe has happened in one of the
auxiliary worthouses in the Southwest of Ireland, ofatiJch
the Limerick Chronicle gives tbe following account:

It is our painful duty to record a fatal casualty which <*o»k
,*j|ace last night at Clare street auxiliary workhouse, by whid)
twenty-seven tuman beings lost their liv«j, and twen(y-«t#fet
arere seriously injured. Between eight and nine o'clock,
shortly after the inmates (five hundred females) had retired le
Mut, on the lofts of the store set apart for slapping apartmant$,
,a>iilsc alarm o&Cre was given by of the women, whether
with the intenUci of causing annoyance, or by design, is .un¬
known, but so electric was tbe panic created that almost in-
sta&aneously Uk females on tbe first loft leaped from their
bed*, and, in 4h«. darkness, rushed in a bodyito the staircase
or lafMer leading from that portion of the building to the ground
floor. Ultimately, the paupers on the other loft* congregated
in th«<<iarrow pawtge, when the ladder broke, and numbers
were precipitated k the ground, from a height of ten feet
The ahsieks from &ose below induced those from above to

proas more eagerly toward the staircase, and as (key came to
{fee verge «?f the pasaago they fell over each other. The city
police, wjfb the mayar, were in prompt attendance, and all
im ted in wlieving (ho sufferers, and extricating the dead
bodies. At Jen o'clock the number of dead bodies received
into BarritifW.Vs hospital was twenty-seren, and a more

heartrending ap&ctacle never presented itaeU'. The aiajority
were young and well-looking females. Tbe number received
into tha hospital seriously injured was twetKjr-eigbt, Mid of
thesa there are thref not cxpected to recover. No blame is
attached to the officera of die institution, as the melancholy
occurrence originated with the paupers themselves.

ExrLonio*..On 8aiurday night last James Howe's pow¬
der mill, on the 8awkill« was hiawn up, caused by the accele¬
ration of the machinery through the fro*het in the creek.
There was some 600 pounds of powder burnt. The build¬
ing was scattered to the winds. Loss #4,000. Thia is the
seventh blow up there within fifteen month*.

[ Kingston (Ulster Co.) Journal,

ABOLITION OF SLAVERY IN MEXICO.

Is Sbxatk.Fkbruab* 27, 1850.
The Senate resumed the consideration of the resolution*

submitted by Mr. Cut, in relation to the adjustment of the

questions in controversy between the States of the Lnion
arising o-Jt of the institution of slavery.

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President: It has been affirmed and
denied ou this floor that slavery was abolished in Mexic). i
am one of '.hose who affirm its abolition ; and I propose now

read boo* passages from Mexican law, for the purpose ci sup
porting my cpinion. In doing this, I shall have rec°u"®
authentic law publications in Mexico, and shall produce the
laws on which I rely, both in the original language and tn
an English translation. I begin with the decree of thei Ire¬
sident Gucrrera in 1829, and read from *\>ooV ^ichjMprinted in the city of Mexico in the year 1838, .d which is

the eleventh volume of the laws of Mexico, o y P
l:shrd under the orders of the Supreme Government. I will
read the title page to show its authentic and official charac¬
ter. This is it:

«« Uecopilacion de leyes, decretos, bandos, reglamentos,
' circulares y providtneias de loa supremos p weres, y
?autoridades de la republics Mexicana. Formada de orden del
. Supremo Gobierno po' *1 lie. Basilio Jose Arnllaga.

In English this title reads thus : " Collection of laws, de-
«crecs, proclamations, regulations, circulars, and
. of the supreme powers, and other authoiiUes of tha Mexican
'republic, made by order of tha Supreme Government by the
1 lawyer Basilio Jose Arnllaga.
From this title it will be seen that this volume, from which

I propose to read the deoee of 1829, jm not only authentic and
official,' but that it is the work of a lawyer acting under U*
orders of ihe Supreme Government, and supposed to know
what were and what were not the laws of his country. With
this exposition of the character of the wo.k, and its title to

credit, I pioceed to read the decre#^ It stands ihus on page
213, under the month of September, 1829 : |

«< Dia i5. Decreto del Gobierno en virtud defacultades
' eslraordinarias.

0 n , |«« Abolition de la esclavitud en la repubhta. 1 . Queda
. abolida la esclavitud en la republica. 2°. Son por consigui
«ente libres los que hasta hoy se habnn considerado como
4 esclavos. 3°. Cuando las circumstanciaa del erario lo per-
« mitan, se indemnizara a los proprietariw de esclavos en los
.termlno. ,ue di.puai.reo la. ley... (8. amnio elImismo
t jja por la secretaria dc relaciones, y se publico en bando de
' 16."')

jaf Engli sh : "Day 15..Decree of Ihe Government a
« virtue ofextraordinary powers.

«'Abolition of slavery in the republic . 1°. Slavery w
. abolished in the republic. 2°. Consequently those srehee
.who until now have been considered as slaves. 3 . When
«ihe circumstances of the treasury permit it, the owners ot
« slaves shall ba indemnified in the manner prescribed by the
« laws. (Circulated the same day from the
4 Relations, and published in theproclamation ofthe loth. )

This is the decree of Guerrero, the validity of which has
been disputed, and not without reason, if nOthlHg further had
b-^en done. It was a decree, and a law ; and a decree
upon a legislative subject. It Was an executive decree upon
a matter of legislation, and its validity was questioned at the
time. Two years afterwards (that is to say, in the year 18 )
the General Congress occupied itself with reviewing all the
acts of the President Guerrera in virtue of the extraordinary
powers conferred upon him, and on the 15th of February ot
that year passed a law in relation to them. This law classi¬
fied the whole of these acts, annulled some classes, confirm¬
ed others, and leserved some for the future revision of the
General Congress. This latter class appears to have com¬

prehended the decree of the 15th September, 182J, in rcla-
tion to the abolition of slavery, and was in these words:

"9. Todas las leyes, decreto", reglamentos, ordenes y
«providencias que en virtud de las citadas facultades extraor-
.dinarias txpidio'el gobierno, y son del resorte del poder
«leeislativo, se sujetan a U calificacion del Congreso General,
.quedando desde ahora sin valor, hasta su revision por las
.camaras.".p. 38.

In English : " 9. All the laws, decrees, regulations,
. orders, and instructions issued by the Government in virtue
«of its extraordinary powers, and which are of legislative cog-
niztnee, will be subject to the qualification of the general

1 Congtess, remaining fromjhis time without force until their
' revision by the chambers."
This act is cautiously drawn. It dots not annul the de

cree of the 15ih of September: it does not confirm it s it ad¬
mits its validity up to that time, but suspends it until the
General Congress should act upon it. Thi« acl,°" to°*
place.took place in April 1837-and I will now read the act
which was then passed. It is in the same authentic collec¬
tion of the laws of Mexico.Arnllaga s collection.from
which I have already read, and is volume thirteenth of that
collection. At page 270 of this volume, under date of April
5th, 1837, we find this act of the General CoRgress :

«« Din 5. Qucda abolida la esclavitud en la republica sin
exception alguna. ,««lc. Queda abolida, sin excepcion alguoa, la esclavitud
«en toda ia republica. S°. Los duenos de esclavos raanumi-
.tidos por la presente ley, 6 por el decreto de 15de Setiembre
.de 1829, (Recopilacinn de ese mes, p. 213,) seran "idem-
. nrzados del interes de -cllos, estimandose este por la califica-
.cion que se haga de sus calidades person ales ? a cuyo efecto
«se nombrari un perilo por el comisario general, o quien
< haCTa sus veces, y etro por el dueiio 5 y en caso de discordia
'uniercero, que nombrara el alcalde constitucional respecti-
. vo, sin que pueda interponerse recurso alguno de esta de-
. terminacion. La indemnincion de que habla este articulo,
4 no tendra lugar reppecto de los colonos de Pexas que "ay"1
r tornado parte en la revolucion de aquel depirtsmiento. (Se
¦. circulo en el mismo dia por cl ministerio del interior y se

4publico en bando de 7.)"
Iw English : " Day 5..Shvery is abolished in the Re¬

public, without any exception.
.'1. Slavery is abolished, without any exception, in the

1 whole Republic. 2. The masters of slaves manumitted by
'the present law, or by tho decree of the 15th of September,
'1829, (Recopilacion of that month, p. 213,) shall be m-
. demnifitd for their value, (del interes de ellos,) according to
'the estimate which shall be made of their personal qualities;
' to which effect there shall be named a competent person

.' (on perilo) by the commissary general, or whoever occupies
«his place, and another by the master; and in case of disa-
.greement a third, who shall bo named by the respective con-
.stitutional alcalde, without any recourse from this determi-
. nation. The indemnification of which this article speak*,
'shall not have operation with respect to those colonists of
. Texas who may have laken part in the revolution of that
. department.' ( Circulated the same day by the Minister of

.« the Interior, and published in proclamation of tfte 7th.)
This act of the General Congress is a full confirmation of

the Presidential decree of September, 1829, and that without
reference to the meining of the verb " qucda, twice used,
and wkich signifies literally "remains." The literal trans¬
lation would be, '.slave y remains abolished," Jsc., which
would itnply that it had keen abolished before. I translate it
idiomatk:atly, and as equivalent to .' is " but consider it of
no impo*tance here, as the law expressly confirms the aboli¬
tion decrce of Guerrera.
Thus Car we have a deore?, disputed, abolishing slavery in

Mexico, and a law, not disputable, confirming that decree ;
and here I might stop < but'tlie case requires Me to^o<on,
and I produce other law, aod still 'higher thaa that which
I have quoted. I allude to the constitution of the republic ot
Mexico of the year 1843. I ha*e a copy of the Mexican,con¬
stitution of tiiat year.an authentic copy.printel under the
license which the law requires. For, to avoid errors in the
editions of that fundamental law, it is forbid, by law, .t» be
ireprinted except by the permission of the Supaeaae ¦Govern¬
ment or of the General Congress. This copy is ptinted in
rthe city of Mexico the 12th day of June, 1843.the day ol
the signature atd promulgation of the constitution.and bears
its authorization upon its title page. I consider it authentic,and produce it as,such ; and in article#, tiile 2, of this .con¬
stitution, and under the head which treats of the rights <£ the
inhabitants of the <republic, and at the head of the euaoaera-
tiou af those rights stands this declaration :

». -1. Ninguno cs«sc.1avo en el territoria de la iiacion, y *1
'que se introduzca se considerara en la ctase de libre, que-
' dando bajo la proteocion do las leyes-" !

In English .. 1. Jfo one is slave in the territory of the
' nation, and any introduced shall be considered free, and shall
. be under the protection of the laws." !This is tike declaration of the constitution of Mexico, and
applies both to the present and the future. It declares that
there are no slaves in the territory of the nation, sod if any jare brought in they shall be free. This is surely eiwiigb.
enough to satisfy all m'nds, that slavery has been abolMvd in
Mexico, and that there is not the least ground for fearing, or
hoping, that it cao ever exist in California or New Mexico by
virtue of Mexican law. It is enough, I think « but I have
more authority yet, and will produce it, though a work of
supererogation. For this is a case to multiply authorises
until doubt is extinguished.to heap up and pile up.to put
Pelioa upon Ossa.until all beneath ia crushed irtto atoms and
sxpuogsd from %iew. Behold this formidable quarto ! [hold¬
ing up . brge bx>k ] It is 1 Spanish law dictionary, printed

in Madrid, reprinted in Mexico, gone through several editions
in each country, and authority in both* It w the law dic¬
tionary of Eacriche, in Spain, and of San Miguel, in Mexico;
and here is one, and there is the other. The Spanish edition
is full upon the subject of slaves and slavery definition* : the
Mexican reprint of the same work (1837) omits the head,
and my*, under the head " esclavitud," it ia not necessary to
occupy a couple of columns with slavery and the slave trade
that the trade waa abolished by treaty with Great Britain,
and slavery itself by the lawa of the republic.and then speaks
of Guerrera's decree of 1829, and of the confirmatory act
of 1837, in these words :

"El decreto de 15 de Setiembrede 1829, did libertad a los
. etclavos que ya existen en la republica, baio indemniiacion
4 a aue duenos d poeeedores para que no aparecieae atacada la
4 propriedad : y ultimamente en Abril de 1837, se ha publi-
' cada nueva ley subre abolicion de la esclavitud."

In English: "The decree of the 15th of September, 1829,
f gave liberty to the slaves then in the republic, with indem-
4 nity to their owners or possessors, that property mght not
4 seem to be attacked : and finally, in April, 1837, a new law
« baa been published on the abolition of slavery.''
Thia ib the historical account of the abolition of elavery in

Mexico. The reprint waa in the year 1837, and therefore
could not mention the constitutional declaration of 1843. The
law dictionary of Escriche, and ita reprint with notes and ad¬
ditions by Son Miguel, to adapt it to the Mexican judspru-
dance, *r# of aa high authority in Spain, and in the American
Stres of Spanish origin, aa the law dictionary of Jacob ia
with ua. .

I quote no more upon this head. I think every one must
tee that slavery waa abolished throughout the Mexican terri¬
tory before the cession of California and New Mexico to the
Unitsd States, and that slavery cannot exist there now by
virtue of Mexican law. Thia is as far as I propose to go
up >n that point »t present. I limit myself to showing its
abolishment, by Mexican law, before we acquired the c tun-
tries ; and that ii enough, in my opinion, to show the V\ il-
mot proviso, in relation to these countries, to be a thing of
nothing.an empty provision.a cloud without rain.unless
it be a rain of blood.

But there is another view of this pjint which I mean to
touch, and thai is, to show that African slavery never did
exist in Mexicq in the form that it now exists In any State of
this Union ; tl»t there were differences in the Mexican law
while it existed, and that to such a degree that it nearly pre¬
vented slavery in Mexico; and that, if that law was now in
full force in New Mexico and California, not a single slave¬
holder in any State of this Union would carry a slave there
except to set him free. These differences went to the facilities
and the rightf of manumission, and arose from the opposite
policy of the lwo countries; in the United States to discour¬
age emancipation, in Mexico to promote it. 1 o show these
differences I till read from Humboldt's essay on New Spain,
and from the jaw dictionary of Escriche. I use Humboldt
first, and read from the Paris, quarto edition, of 1808 :
" D'aillcuri, les esclavee, qui heureusement se trouv-

* ent en trei-petit nombre au Mexique, y sont, comme
4 dans toutea les posiessions espagnoles, un pcu plus pro-
4tegti par les lots que les negtw oui habitent les colonies
4 des autres nitiona curop£enes. Ces lois sont toujours in-
4 terpretees el feveur dc la liberte. Le Gouvemcment de-
4 aire voir augpienter le nombre des affrar.chis. Lin esclave
4 qui par son industrie, s'est procur6 quelque argent, peut
4 forcer son naitrc de l'affranchir en lui payant la aomrne
« modique de 1,500 ou 2,000 livres. La liberte no sauroit
' etre refusee iu negre sous pretexte qu'il a coute le triple en
. l'uchetant, on qu'il possede un talent particular pour excr-
4 cer un metier lucralif. Un eeclave qui a ete cruellement
4 maltraite, acquiert par la meme son affranchisement d apres
' la loi, si toulesfois le juge embrasse la cause de l'opprimc.
. On concoit que cette loi bienfaisante doit etre bien souvent
' eludSe. J'ai vu cependant a Mexique memo, au moia de
4 juillet, 1803, l'example de deux negresses a qui le magis-
4 trat qui fait les fonctions <Talcalde de corte, donna la
4 liberie, parceque leur maitresse, une dame native des ilea,
4 les avoit couvertes de blesseures faites avec des ciseaux, des
* epinglea et des canifa.".Page 133-'4.

44 Le royaume de la Nouvelle Espagne est, de toutes les
4 colonies des Europdens sous la zone torride, celle dans la
4 quelle il y a le moins de negres. On peut presque dire
4 qu'il ri'y a point d'esclaves. On parcourt toute la ville de
« Mexico sans trouver un visage nolr. Le service d aucune
4 maison ne a'y fait avec des esclaves. Sous ce point da vue
4 surtout, le Mexique offre un contrasto bien grand avec la
4 Havane, avec Lima et Caraccas.".Page 130.
In English: "Moreover, the slaves, who happily find

4 themselves in very small number in Mexico, are there, as in
. all the Spanish possessions, a little more protected by the,
' lawa than the negroes who inhabit the colonics of other Euro-
4 pean nations. The laws are always interpreted in favor of lib-
* erty. The Governmentdesires tosee the number ofenfranchis-
4 ed augmented. A slave who, by his industry, may have pro-
4 cured money, can compel his master to enfranchise him
4 by paying him the moderate sum of 1,500 or 2,000 livres.*
4 Liberty cannot be refused a negro under the pretext that he
4 cost the triple in purchasing him, or that he possesses a spe-
4 cial talent for exercising a lucrative trade. A slave who
4 has been cruelly maltreated acquires thereby his enfran¬
chisement according to the law, provided always the judge
4 embraces the cause of the oppressed. One may conceive that
4 this beneficent law is often eluded. I saw, nevertheless,
4 in Mexico itself, in the month July, 1803, the example of
4 two negresses to whom the magistrate, who exercised the
4 functions of alcalde of the court, gave their liberty, be-
4 cause their mistress, a native woman of the island?, had
4 covered thim with wounds made with scissors, pins, and
4 knives.".Page 133-'4.

44 The kingdom of New Spain is, of all the colonics of the
4 Europeans under the torrid zone, that in which there are
4 the fewest negroes; one may almost say that there are no
4 slaves. One may go all over the city of Mexico without
4 meeting a black face. No house is there served with slaves.
4 Under th s point of view, above all, Mexica offers a great
4 contrast with Havana, with Lima, and Okrracas." Page 130.

I will now read from Escriche, who, as a law writer, is
more full and precise, and shows such a multitude of cases

in which a slave could easily obtain or actually force his
freedom, that, under such laws, in a country where slaves
were of any value, no man would or could hold thrm. I read
from the dictionary, under the words, Esclace, Esclavitud..

44 El senoi hace *uyo todo cuanto ganan y adquieren por
4 cualquier titulo sUs esclaros ; y si los pusiere al frente de
4 tienda, nave u otro cualquiera establecimiento, queda obli-
4 gado a guardar y cumplir los contratos que hicieren, cemo
4 si dl mismo hubiese intervenido en ellos.".Ley 7, tit. 21,
Part. 4.

,.44 El senor que fuere mayor de catorce anos puede dar li-
4 bertad a su esclavo en testamento ; y el que fuere mayer dc
4 veinte puede darsela en inatrumento, o ante el juez, o bien
*4 ante amigos, con asistenoia de cinco testigos ; mas el minor
4 de veinte y mayor de dim y siete puede darla ante el juex
4 con otorgamiento de su curador, u su hyo habido en eaclava,
4 a su padre, roadre, bermano y maestro, a su nodriga, a la
4 persona que le bubiere criado, a la que bubiese criado el mis-
4 mo, y a su hermano de leche, al siervo que le hubiese librado
4 de muerte 6 de deshonia, al que quisiere hacer adminUtrador
4 extrjjudicial de sus cosas siendo de diet y siete aiioe, y a
.4 la csclava con quien Iratare de casarse..Ley 1, tit. 22,
Part. 4.

44 Si dos o mas seiiores tuvieren un etclavo, puede libertarlo
.cualquiera de rllos, dando a loe otros el justo precio de ia
4 parte que a cada uno correspondiente ; y aun puede com-
4 prarlo un terccro con objeto do darle libertad.' .Ley 2,
tit. 22, Part. 4.
" Merece la libertad el esclavo en los cuatro casos sigui-

4 cntesj 1° Si delatase al raptor o firzador <lo muger vir-
< Ren :.2° Si descubrieae al quo hace moneda falm :
4 3° Si descubriem al gefe militar quo abandond su
4 puesto: 4° Si acusare al homici^a de su scnor, d vengarc
* su muerte, 6 descubriare traicion contra al rey 6 el reino.
4 En los Ires primeros casos debe tl rey dar el precis de es-
* cUvo a «a dueno..Ley 3, tit. 22, Part. 4 '

4,Si el dueno prostituyere publicamente a su csclava, que-
4 da esta libre por el mismo hccho, y no puede aquel recobrar
.4fcu tenerderecho algunosubre ella..L y 4, tit. 22, Part. 4.
" Adquiere par fin libertad el esclavo, por el matrimonio

1 qte contrajete con persona librc, 6 por las ordenei sagradas
4 que' recibiero, con noticia y .eonsentimiento de su senor;
4 corno tambienpar la prescripcion, cuindo con buena fe se
¦' tratare como litre por diez anos-en la tierti donde mora su
* sen or o p jr veicto en otra, d ain buena h por espatio de
> treinta.".Ley* 5, 6, and 7, tit. 22, Part. 4.

In Etgiish . "The master makes his own whatever his
4 slaves gain and aojuire, by whatever title ; and it .ie puts
4 them at the head of a shop, stall, or other establishment
4 whatsoever, he ahakv be obliged to attend to and fulfil Ml
' contracts they may make, as if huaiaeli had ea.'ered inu
4 them.".Law 7, lit,. 11, Parf. 4.

44 The master who majr be above the age of fourteen years
4 may liberate his slave by testament; and be who may be
4 above the age of twenty, i»ay liberate him l»t instiunsent, or
4 before the judge, or even before Iriends, with U»e its «f five
4 witness s moreover, the minor of twenty and oeer
4 m»y gi*" liberty, with consent of his guardian, to his cWC4
4 had by a ^lave woman, to bi» father, m brother and

. f300 to f400.

4 teacher, or to hid nurse, or to the person who shall have
4 brought him up, or whom he shall have brought up, and
« hia foster-brother, to the servant who may have saved him
* from death or from dishonor, to him whom he may wub to
' make extrajudicial administrator of his goods, being o
4 seventeen years, and to the slave woman with whom e
4 may propose to marry.".Law 1, tit. 22, Port- 4.

44 If two or mote masters have a slave, either of ihem may
4 liberate bim, giving to the othera the just price which >e-
4 longs to each ? and even a third psrty may pqrchaa* him
4 for the purpose of setting him tree.' .Law 2, til.
Part. 4.

.

44 The ala*e ahall deserve hia liberty in the four fol.owing
4 cases : 1. If he ahall inform on the raviaher or forcer of a
* virgin woman ; 2. If he discoversthe maker of la:se money;
4 3. If he shall discover a military chief who abandons bia
4 post; 4. If he shall inform on the murderer of his
4 master, or ahall avenge his death, or discover treason against,
4 the king or the kingdom. In the three first cues the king
4 shall give the price of the slave to his master..Law 3, tit.
* 22, Part. 4.

.14 If the mister publicly prostitute* hi* slave woman, sue
4 is thereby freed, and he cannot recover her, or have any
4 right over her..Law 4, tit. 22, Part. 4.

44 Finally, a slave will acquire hia liberty by contracting
' matrimony with a free person, or by receiving sacred orders,
« wiih the knowledge and consent of his master ; as likewise
4 by prescription, when in good faith he shall be called a tree
* man for ten years in the country where his master lives, or
4 for twenty years in another, or without good faith fur the
* apace of thirty.".Laws ft, 6, 7, tit. 22, Part. 4.

I conclude this exposition of Mexican law in relation 8'*"
very by producing the definition of that word in Spanish
For this purpose I quote from the same law dictionary, Es~
crichc, where we find it thus: 44 Esclavitud : El estado de
4 un humbre que a propriedad de otro contra el derecho
natural." In English: 44 Slavery : the condition ofa man

4 who it the property of another against natural right.
I quoto this definition for the purpose of showing that, under
the laws of Spain, in force in Mexico, slavery was held to be
against natural right.therefore, not derived from nature,^ or

divine law, but founded in municip.il law, and only existing
by positive enactment.and, by consequence, that no argu-
uient in favor of slavery in New Mexico or California a» an

institution of divine origin, or of any origin in aflr place, in¬

dependent of positive law, can derive any countenance, from
Spanish law. Further than this I do not go at present,
limit myself to the three point*, which, I believe, I have estab
lished ; first, that slavery was abolished in California and
New Mexico before we acquired those countries; secondly,
that, even if not abolished, no person would carry a sla\c to
these countries to be held under such law \ thirdly, that no

slavery can hereafter exist in either of those countries, except
by virtue of positive law, yet to be passed. The practical
application which I make of this exposition of law is, that
the proviso of wh'ch we have heard so much is of no force
whatever.unnecessary in any point of view.and of no
more efi'ect, if passed, than a piece of blank paper pasted on
the statute book.

FROM OUR EUROPEAN CORRESPONDENT.

London, February 4, 1850.
The great event as respects England, since we

wrote last, has been the opening of Parliament on
the 31st ultimo. The session was opened by com¬

mission, the Commissioners being the Lord Chan¬
cellor, the Marquis ofLansdowne,the Earl of Minto,
the Bishop of London, and the Marquis of Bread-
albane. The tone and temper of the Queen's
speech are very generally approved of, except by
the radical reformers, who do not find enough in it
about the extension of the suffrage or the paring
down of expenditures ; and by the agricultural pro¬
tectionists, who say that the landed interest and the
whole community of landlords and tenants do not

engage enough of Royal attention, and that the
words 44 regret" and 44 lament are a very inade¬
quate expression of sympathy for their sufferings.

[Our correspondent here gives us a long account
of a debate in Parliament, for which we have not
room at present. It sprang up on the Address to
the Queen, and was founded upon an amend¬
ment proposed to the Address, expressive of regret
at the depression and distress of the agricultural in¬
terests of the Kingdom, owing principally to recent
free-trade legislation, in abolishing the corn laws,
&c. The amendment was eventually rejected, and
the Address carried by a large majority, viz: 49
in the House of Lords and 119 in the House of
Commons.] .

Nothing of consequence has taken place in Par¬
liament since the division on the address ; but notice
has been given of several very important motions.

Many questions of consequence will be mooted before
Parliament during the present session. There is

the great and almost overwhelming one of the Colo¬
nies, and their future government. The electoral
franchise has to be purged from some of its most

startling anomalies and rankest abuses. Her
Majesty's speech pointedly alludes to Ireland as

needing an increased elective franchise. The
emancipation of the Jews must come before the
House in some shape or other. Financial reform,
and a^general revision of the whole system of taxa¬
tion, will be pressed from more quarters than one.
National education will be eloquently advocated,
and we trust some satisfactory plan will be adopt¬
ed. Ireland will require prompt and efficient
attention. A general system of sanitary measures,
especially for the metropolis, must be devised; and
the church, and all her various interests, and all her
strongly charged abuses, will furnish matter for
many long debates. Surely these things, without
saying a word about our foreign relations, will sup¬
ply plenty of business for our legislators to attend to.

February 7..There has been very little news
from the continent of Europe during the last fort¬
night. Some stir has taken place in France about
agitations in Lyons, and elsewhere, in consequence
of the intrigues of the socialist and revolutionary
refugees who have found a temporary home in
Switzerland. The conspirators at Lyons and in
the department of the Rhone are said to have been
baffled in an attempt to effect a movement in Paris.
There have been riots there, however, in which
Gen. Lamoriciere was struck, and obliged to take
refuge in a house, escaping thence by the rool ;
and several serpens de viUe severely wounded.
This has led to the cutting down the trees of liberty
in the Boulevards, &c., which had been decorated
with revolutionary emblems. The last news from
Paris is that all was quiet, excepting in the Assem¬
bly, where a regular riot had taken place during
the debate upon the bill for public instruction:
more duels were spoken of. M. Edgar Ney, the
personal friend of JjOuis Napoleon, has been elect¬
ed to the Chamber by the department ot the Cha-
rente. The statement of the revenue of France for
the month of December is highly satisfactory. The
navigation returns of France for 1849 show a great
itkcre;fSe over 1848, but a falling oft ol something
approaching one~third when compared with 1847.
The Edinburgh heview and the Times both ex¬

press the opinion that the leading men of France
are sot on the right path, and further disturbances,
collisions, and disorganizations are spoken of as
inevitable. The essential want of the French is
material prosperity, and hence exists the necessity,
above all other things, of removing the obstacles to
the industry and progress of the people. The
agriculture is said to be deteriorating; the trade,
particularly the shipping, declining ; and the pros¬
perity of the little landowners, composing the great
majority of the nation, at nearly its lowest ebb.
This sad condition of France did not commence
with the revolution of February, 1848; but it pro¬
bably led to, and occasioned it; and unless it be
not remedied, there will be no peace for France, or
for Europe. Socialism may be diminishing in

/

Paris, but it is rapidly increasing in the province*.
Money is plentiful in Paris, but it has vanished
from the provinces. Landed property and agricul¬
tural produce have scarcely any money vahw.
The funds keep rising because nobody will lock
up money in either land or any other investment
which would not be immediately available.

FROM PARIS DIRECT.

We add to the above the following late l^Uer
from Mr. Walsh to the Journal of Commerce:

Pahi«,"Fibrcart 7, J850.-
Monday and Tuesday of this week were daya of cmeute,

or insurrectionary demonstration. At the beginning of ito
last week, the police, with the approval of the Miniate* of the

Interior, undertook to cut down the dead, and some of the-

living Liberty teees, for the moat part unaightly object* aad
unpleaaant metarntoe*. But the operation was protracted
through five or aix daya, and time thua i enprovidently S""1
to the revolutionary journals fit exciting the muliilmk
against " this war on the aacred emblems, waged out of hatred
to the Republic." Paria operatives make the Monday thaw

Sabbath, as far aaAhi* means fhstinence from work and *»

joym«nt of frolic. Something most be done, and the reso¬

lution followed to interfere with the police by assemblage*
near the trees threatened, but not yet reached by the axe. A

grand movement took place on Monday afternoon, in the

quarters which Louis Philippe denominated bis amiabkjiuur-
bourgs.those of St. Martin and St. Antoine. The police-
force, numerous as it is, was partially overpowered : the Pre¬
fect summoned the Government to hia aid ; regiments were
marched to the battle grounds; the whole garrison received
orders to keep within the barracks, equipped for street Mtko.

In the evening, the mobs were dispersed 5 they consisted of

very large masses, stimulated by furious demagogues. At'

midnight quiet returned. The traders in the Faubourgs, and

on the Boulevards near, had closed their shops about five

o'clock. On the following afternoon, about the same howr,
the concourse of men and women.indignant champions of
the Democratic cause.was greater than before, at several ot

the profaned localitiea. Gamins, by hundreds, gathered
about the trees.climbed up and suspended rod flags and
cap?, and defied the official enemy. Bodies of troops
cleared the obstructed emplacements, without shedding blood ;

and the Government vindicated its supremacy by immediaiaiy
prostrating two of the trees of which the maintenance had
been especially concerted in the councils of the faubouigs.
Yesterday no mob appeared; tranquillity prevailed CTWTf
where. Intelligence came that the regiments in the barracks
of the adjacent towns were under orders to start at a mo¬

ment's warning, to support the garrison of Paris.
Three hundred and fifty of the rioters were arrested is the

two days and nights ; thirty-five of the sergens de ville, po¬
lice retainers, armed with swords, were grievously wounded

by bludgeons and missiles.
The most lemarkable incident was the extreme danger of

Gen. Lamoriciere, one of the heroes in the conquest of Al¬

geria, who recently returned from his mission as envoy extra¬

ordinary to the Emperor Nicholas. In one way or other, hie
coachman drove into the midst of one of the most angry ot

the convocations ; his carriage door was violently opened, and
the cry raised, " Ah, it is you who shot us in June ; wo haver

you now!"
The General leaped out; underwent the fiercest hustling

and buffeting; lost his hat and portions of his dress; and
would have lost his life had he not been heroically pro tected
by some of his former soldier?, and two or three of the ex-

Garde Mobile. They escorted him into a circulating library,
thence to the garret, through a casement broken open to let
him pass, thenc? by ihe roof-.a most perilous treading.-to aa

adjoining house, from the attic of which he descended into
the yard, where a horseman happened just to arrive. The
horse was yielded ; he dashed through a crowd of besieges* at

the gate, t>ok a wide circuit, and lound himself in the Legis¬
lative Assembly before the hour of adjournment. His critical
situation had been rumored. As soon as he ha J entered La¬
grange, one of the chiefs of the Mountain t^glk. him in hie
arms and hugged him rapturously ! Groups of members ot
all the parties w«re formed around him, all professing joy at

hia escape. It was observed that Gen. Cavaignac would have
been massacred at once, if he had been in the same predica¬
ment.
More than fifty of the pardoned insurgents of June, *0

lately conducted back from the hulks at Belle Isle, are among
the arrested persons. As Lamoriciere has inclined to the
Left.to the Caviagnac junto.who are too near to the Mocm-
tain.the Conservatives felt no very sharp chagrin at the les¬
sons which he had experienced of the dispositions of the Red

Republic. .''
From the moment that advices arrived in the Assembly or

what was passing in the Faubourgs, such uneasiness prevail¬
ed that, though the important Public Instruction bill was on

the tapis, no attention could be obtained for the orators. Par¬
son Coquerel delivered, in vain, a discourse, long studied#*®*
an able one, against the scheme of compromise, that
that free teaching and clerical independence which he deemed

rightful and inalienable. .,

On Tuesday, the same distraction of mind, with the Con¬

servatives particularly! bafflsd all the premeditated eloqueorei
It happened to me to be abroad both morning and a)ler-

noon of the two days ; and what struck me particularly was
the profound quiet in the western and southern division# of
the capital, while the northeastern faubiuigs were in battle
and every sort of tumult. My family attended, on Monday,
the soiree of an eminent ex-Deputy, now a Counsellor of

State, where a large company of politicians and fashionable
ladies and gentlemen showed no disturbance of spirits what¬
ever, but rather amused themselves with the faubourg events, .

reported erery quarter of an hour. All the theatres were

crowded as usual on both evenings. In fact, the last fort¬

night has been distinguished by the most splendid sad
thronged gayeties.public masked opera balls; gorgeous private
entertainments of ev?ry kind ; concerts; Presidential and
Ministerial routes. Nevertheless, the political horison has
been constantly overcast; every one has talked of emeutes 01

attempts at Bonaparte usurpation as probable from day today.
So much for familiarity with revolutionary life.

Proudhon's paper, Z.3 Vaix du Peuplc, has been s*i*«S »

for some of the boldest and most atrocious incendiary article*
ever issued since the year 1790. Prosecutious of the provin¬
cial Socialist journals multiply.

In the Assembly, yesterday afternoon, uproar, for half *c

hour, was occasioned by a Montagnard, wbo, in the tribune,
glorified Robespierre, Danton and Marat, andtheVraof
He affirmed that the nobles and the priests then fomented rivil
war in La Vendee and the South, and s gtied conventieeaa
with the foreign Powers for the invasion of France. M.
La Borde vociferated : " That is not true ; there you tied.'
President Dupin rebuked the Montagnard for his eulogy ef
"so detestable an epoch of French history !"
The National of this morning rants thus, and not without

color of reason : 11 Yes, we declare it aloud, explicitly, directs
ly, there is a standing conspiracy agiinst the princtpfes of oar

Democratic right and law.sgaii.st the Constitution-.a ct>&~

spiracy of ceitain men and certain pat tics. We arraign ;hra»
in all form."

Assuredly we witness a deep ferment of minds and spirits ;

it will bo alin -st a miracle if, we cscape a mighty conflict, or

some temerarious enterprise of change, before the month ot

May. The capital and the country are divided into several
camps, deadly and watchfully hostile. The army ot the mil¬
lion will decide the point of absolute sway ; and this not likely
to endure.

M. Dnovv.v nx t'Hrvs quitted Pari* on t e 3d for Eng¬
land, as Ambassador fr< m France to the Court of >st. Jin«*
The antagonism which has so long existed between the

Legislative Assembly and the Government of Louis Napoleon
has been expressed by a vote of 335 against 260, leaving the
Ministry in a m nority of 75. Tho subject was the bill fiw
making St. Etienne the chief town of the Loiret, instead ef
Montbrison, and the attempt to erect the (lovernment staff of
Prefects, <fee. in the rising manufacturing district, failed.
General Ctjangarjiier voted wi'h the majority.
On the 14th instant the French Assembly passed, by a

laige majority, the bill for allowing the sequent-ation to I*
.

taken on »he proper y of the ex-royal family, and the reinstat¬

ing debts paid by a loan of 20,000,000f. on the security of
the property.
M. Emil* ns Girarpix has b- en acquitted by a jury fiat

the alleged libel f r which th« R'furrue was suppressed, aad
this triumph has greatly annojed the too sensitive Krearfc
rulers. Prosecu ions of the press, both in the capital aad ife
the provinces, for attempts to bring the Government into eaa*-

tempr, are tenfold more numerous than during the Odaeaa
dynasty, before and tflrt the September laws.


